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Democratic supremacy was imperiled, if the new
party continued its amazing growth.

The politicians, Republican and Democratic, set
out to win the insurgents. Some shrewd political
manipulators, scenting future profit for themselves,
had joined the new movement and were willing to
trade. During 1893, 1894, and 1895 the Republi-
cans were generally successful. In many States
there was more or less cooperation in state and
county tickets, in spite of the disfavor with which
the Republican party had been regarded in the
South, In North Carolina J. C. Pritchard, a regu-
lar Republican, was elected to the United States
Senate, to fill the unexpired term of Senator Vance,
but the Populist state chairman, Marion Butler,
cool, calculating, and shrewd, took the full term to
succeed Senator Hansom. The Democratic party
had maintained control for twenty years* and it
was held responsible for all the ills from which the
farmer suffered. Then, too, some of the leaders of
the new party felt that they would have greater
opportunities for preferment by cooperating with
a party in which the number of white voters
was small.

The doctrine of free silver had been making con-
verts among the Democrats, however, and early ia